WHO OUTLAWED GOD’S PASSOVER IN EUROPE?
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Following the death of the last apostle, John, the leadership in the true Church of God came upon Polycarp of Smyrna.  Polycarp, trained by John and now the leader of the Church in the Greek speaking Asia Minor, presided over the Church for more than half a century after John’s death.  Following the example of John and other apostles, Polycarp held the customs he was taught and strengthened the remnant of God’s people in the Greek speaking world.  All of Polycarp’s letters have disappeared, except for one whose authorship is doubtful.  
The true Church in the Greek speaking areas had drastically dwindled in numbers due to the ongoing apostasy into Gnostic Christianity.  The progress and development of the apostasy, as well as the rise of the false Christian church led by Rome have accelerated.  Polycarp stood up boldly for the truth.  Encyclopedia Britannica (11th edition, article “Polycarp”) illustrates that in the following words:

“The steady progress of the heretical movement in spite of all opposition was a cause of deep sorrow to Polycarp, so that in the last years of his life the words were constantly on his lips, “Oh good God, to what times has thou spared me, that I must suffer (tolerate) such things!””.  

Polycarp had to tolerate such things as Anicetus, bishop of Rome (155-166), who claimed he was human head of the Catholic (universal) Church of God – and advocated Sunday Passover being observed in churches claiming to be “Christian”.  There was nothing he could do to stop them.  

A Greek writer and Church historian, Irenaeus, mentions Polycarp in his writings.  He says, “But Polycarp also was not only instructed by the apostles, and conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles in Asia, appointed bishop of the Church of Smyrna“ (Against Heresies, Book III, chapter 3, paragraph 4).  Irenaeus also states that Polycarp visited Rome in the time of Anicetus, proclaiming that he had received the teaching about the Passover from the apostles.  Polycarp’s visit to Rome was around 155 A.D.  The bishop of Smyrna could not have been less than 85 and may have been near 100 when he journeyed to Rome.
While at Rome, Polycarp discussed with the Roman bishop Anicetus the matter of the introduction of Sunday Passover (Eucharist) in place of the Abib 14th New Testament Passover.  It seems that the successor to the apostles from Smyrna failed to distinguish clearly between those honestly in error and the deliberate conspiracy of Rome against God's Passover.  His attempt to convert Anicetus failed.  The Roman bishop insisted upon observing the Passover on Sunday.  He would neither be converted to the truth, nor keep the true New Testament Christian Passover on Abib 14th.  „For neither could Anicetus persuade Polycarp not to observe it because he had always observed it with John the disciple of our Lord, and the rest of the apostles, with whom he associated; and neither did Polycarp persuade Anicetus to observe it, who said that he was bound to follow the customs of the presbyters before him“ (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, book V, chapter 24). 

Anicetus could not persuade Polycarp not to observe God’s Passover.  And we see from this historical account that he had no scriptural ground for what later evolved into the pagan Easter Sunday.  The Roman bishop followed the „customs“ brought into his professing Christian church from paganism.  He insisted on shifting the celebration of the Passover to Sunday.      
When Polycarp returned to Asia he continued to faithfully observe Abib 14th Passover.  In 155 A.D. he was seized by an angry mob at Smyrna.  „This is the teacher of Asia, this is the father of the Christians, this is the destroyer of our gods“ the mob shouted as quoted from the Encyclopaedia Britannica.  Polycarp was burned.

Sunday Apostasy
From the beginning, the New Testament practice has been to observe the Passover annually on Abib 14th of God’s calendar as a memorial of the death of Christ.  
In order to keep the occurrence of the Holy Days in line with the seasons, a change in the sequence of years in which intercalary months were added within the 19-year calendar cycle was made in 142 A.D.  Because this necessary change was made by the Jews to whom Christ had given the oracle of the calendar (Romans 3:2), many professing Christians rejected it and began to introduce their own new ideas.  The true Christians “continued to use the Jewish cycle till the bishops of Jerusalem who were of the circumcision were succeeded by others who were not of the circumcision… that they began to invent other cycles” (Joseph Bingham, Antiquities of the Christian Church, page 1152).  
The true Christians continued to use „the Jewish cycle“.  When unconverted Gentiles became heads of the church from Jerusalem, the apostasy spread.  Beginning about 142 A.D., the Jewish calculation, determined by God’s calendar which the Jews had accurately preserved, was rejected by the professing universal Christian church.  Up to this time, all professing Christians understood that Jesus rose after three days – on Saturday afternoon shortly before sunset.  But, rejecting God’s sacred calendar, many in the professing Christian world now began to miscalculate the annual occurence of the Passover.  Not only that, but they also began to observe the Passover weekly on Saturday!

Some in Asia Minor observed God’s Passover on the 14th of Abib.  Others in the East kept this feast on Saturdays.  Meanwhile, a strong propagation of Sunday Passover proceeded out of Rome.  States Socrates Scholasticus in his Ecclesiastical History (book V, chapter 22):

„For although almost all churches throughout the world celebrate the sacred mysteries on the sabbath of every week, yet the Christians of Alexandria and at Rome, on account of some ancient traditions, have ceased to do this“.  

And so, most everywhere, false teachers had transformed the Passover, an annual memorial of the death of Christ, into weekly „mysteries“.  And while most of their churches celebrated them on Saturday, the Romans had put them on Sunday!

In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7, Paul warns us about those „sacred mysteries“: 
„Let no man deceive you by any means: for that (Christ’s return) shall not come except there come a falling away first (an apostasy, a falling into error).  For the MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (lawlessness) doth already work“.
How were the false teachers going to alter the knowledge that Jesus was three days and three nights in the tomb, so that they could get eyverone’s mysteries on Sunday?  By cleaverly miscounting the three full days and three full nights – from Wednesday to Sabbath – that Jesus spent in His tomb.  They invented instead a „Good Friday-Easter Sunday“ tradition, making an annual Easter Sunday a supposed memorial of Christ’s resurrection – which He never commanded to be observed!  At the same time they were busy inventing other supposed reasons for observing Sunday every week.  The one reason they emphasized most was the claimed necessity of doing differently than the Jews.  But it was to be yet some time in the future before Sunday would be called and exalted as „the Lord’s day“.
Whereas in most areas, for a long time, the professing Christians observed both Sabbath and Sunday, Justin Martyr (died 165), a Samaritan settled in Rome, argued that man, not being holy, was not able rightly to keep any Sabbath so he should not try!  Thus, the way was prepared for the Roman doctrine to spread throughout the Roman Empire, that is throughout Europe.  Bishop Sixtus I (115-125) had already handed down the traditon of Sunday Passover to his successor Telesphorus (125-136), and hence to Hyginus (136-140), to Pius I (140-155), to Anicetus (155-166).  Sixtus I was the first recorded individual to prevent the proper observance of the Passover and to celebrate the „mysteries“ annually on a Sunday.

Shortly after Polycarp’s visit to Rome, there appeared an amazing letter said by many scholars to have been a deliberate forgery.  „Pope Pius, who lived about 147 A.D., had made a decree, That the annual solemnity of the Pasch (the Greek word for „Passover“) should be kept on the Lord’s day (Sunday) and in confirmation of this he pretended that Hermes, his brother, who was than an eminent teacher among them, had received instruction from an angel, who commanded that all men should keep the Pasch on the Lords’s day“ (Joseph Bingham, Antiquities of the Christian Church, pages 1148-1149).  

Of this same hoax we read the following: 
„One of the letters forged in the name of Pius, where one Hermes is mentioned as the author: and it is stated that in his a book a commandment was given through an angel to observe the Passover on a Sunday“ (Frederic Crombie, James Donaldson, Alexander Roberts, The writings of the apostolic fathers, Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1868, 324).

If this letter was a deliberate forgery, it was invented after Polycarp’s time in an effort to lend weight to the custom of Anicetus in maintaining Sunday observance of Eucharist or Passover.  If it was not a forgery, then Pius himself was the author of this deceptive letter.  (Pius died just prior to the visit of Polycarp to Rome).  

The Passover controversy continued in the next 35 years.  It broke out vehemently between Polycarp's successor Polycrates of Asia Minor and Victor I of Rome (189-199), who attempted to „cut off whole churches of God, who observed the tradition of an ancient custom“ (Eusebius, An Ecclesiastical History to the Year 324 of the Christian Era, London: S. Bagster, 1838, 190; provided as ebook-free on Internet).  The ancient custom, that is the apostolic custom was the true Passover.
Polycrates (125-196) responded in writing to Victor I of Rome vindicating the truth of God.  Here are his words to Victor and the Roman church concerning the day of keeping the Passover: 
„As for us, then, we scrupulously observe the exact day, neither adding nor taking away.  For in Asia great luminaries have gone to their rest, who shall rise again in the day of the coming of the Lord, when He cometh with glory from heaven and shall raise again all the saints.  I speak of Philip, one of the twelve apostles, who is laid to rest at Hierapolis; and his two daughters, who arrived at old age unmarried; his other daughter also, who passed her life under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and reposes at Ephesus; John, moreover, who reclined on the Lord's bosom, and who became a priest wearing the mitre, and a witness and a teacher - he rests at Ephesus.  Then there is Polycarp, both bishop and martyr at Smyrna; and Thraseas from Eumenia, both bishop and martyr, who rests at Smyrna.  Why should I speak of Sagaris, bishop and martyr, who rests at Laodicea? of the blessed Papirius, moreover? and of Melito the eunuch, who performed all his actions under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and lies at Sardis, awaiting the visitation from heaven, when he shall rise again from the dead?  These all kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month, in accordance with the Gospel, without ever deviating from it, but keeping to the rule of faith” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, Book 5, chapter 24).

The Passover-Easter controversy dragged on.  It is nowadays known as „Quartodeciman Controversy“ from the Greek word for fourteen because the true Passover occurs on the fourteenth day of the first month of God’s calendar.  The Quartodeciman Controversy paved the way to the eventual ban on the Sabbath and Passover observances in the Roman Empire.  God's commanded observances were outlawed in Europe in the fourth century by the Roman emperor Constantine.  
Constantine makes Sunday worship mandatory  
A new cult dedicated to sun became prominent in the Roman empire during the reign of the emperor Aurelian who in 274 A.D. „created a new cult of the “Invincible Sun.””  Even though it was not the mandated religion of the Roman Empire, sun worship gained wide popularity.  “Worshipped in a splendid temple, served by pontiffs who were raised to the level of the ancient pontiffs of Rome, celebrated every fourth year by magnificent games, Sol Invictus was definitely promoted to the highest rank in the divine hierarchy and became the official protector of the Sovereigns and of the Empire” (Franz Cumont, Astrology and Religion Among the Greeks and Romans (reprint; New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1960), page 55).  In the next century, Aurelian’s successor made the new sun cult mandatory European religion in the next century.
In the 4th century, Constantine the Great began to play an increasingly important role in affairs of religion.  It was this pagan ruler who made Sunday worship – already common among both pagans and so-called Christians – an official mark of the Roman empire!  The entire Roman pagan idolatrous system, of which the Sunday worship is a part, represents the „mark of the beast“ (Revelation 13:16).  Emperor Constantine is a type of the soon coming European dictator, the „first beast“ of Revelation 13, who will outlaw the commandments of God and will legally protect and impose the established idolatrous days of worship - Sunday and Roman holy days.  
Soon, the European nations will harmonize their legislation with the German Constitution, officially called Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany.  The last section of the supreme legal act of Germany, entitled “Extracts from the German Constitution of 11 August 1919 (Weimar Constitution)”, regulates “Religion and Religious Societies”.  Here we find, in Article 139, Sunday and “Christian” holidays protected by Germany.  Article 139 dates back to 1919, which means that “Sunday law” has been enforced in Germany and, by extension, in Europe for the last 101 years.  English translation of the German Constitution is posted on Internet (see https://www.btg-bestellservice.de/pdf/80201000.pdf, accessed on March 5th, 2020), where we find the text of Article 139.  It states,
“Sunday and holidays recognised by the state shall remain protected by law as days of rest from work and of spiritual improvement” (Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, 23 May 1949, Last amended on 28 March 2019, Berlin: German Bundestag, Public Relations Division, 2019, 138).

The apostate Sunday Roman „Christianity“ paved the way to emperor Constantine to impose the Sunday worship on European continent in the fourth century.  The day is not far when the coming European dictator, akin to Constantine, will ban the Sabbath observance in favour of Sunday services.  
Sunday legislation was first imposed on European nations when Constantine issued the first European civil law forbidding labor on that day.  Constantine decreed on March 7, 321, dies Solis—“day of the Sun"—as the universal day of rest.  Here is the first Sunday law, mandatory Sunday worship, enacted by this sun worshipper:
„On the venerable Day of the sun let the magistrates and people residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed. In the country, however, persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their pursuits: because it often happens that another Day is not so suitable for grain sowing or for vine planting: lest by neglecting the proper moment for such operations the bounty of heaven should be lost” (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church: Volume II: From Constantine the Great to Gregory the Great A.D. 311–600 (New York: Charles Scribner, 1867, 380, note 1.)

Constantine was not yet even a professing Christian.  He was a worshipper of the sun god Mithra, as it is clear from the fact that, in his law, he retained the old pagan name for Sunday – „Dies Solis“.  He was not a Christian, but an astute politician who wanted to unite the Roman empire.  He foresaw at this time how it might be done, as well as political advantage reaped for himself by an alliance with „Christianity“.  Naturally, he allied himself with Sylvester I, bishop of Rome (314-335).  Sylvester also observed the day of the sun, according to „the customs of the presbyters before him“.
Constantine outlaws the Passover
In order to solidify his empire and his authority, Constantine decided to stamp out the true Christian faith by putting to the end the observance of Abib 14th New Testament Passover.  Sunday worship had already been in place for four years in his empire, so he decided to replace God's Passover with pagan Easter Sunday.  Constantine’s biographer Eusebius writes in his work The Life of the Blessed Emperor Constantine, Book III, Chapter V.—Of the Disagreement respecting the Celebration of Easter:
„But before this time another most virulent disorder had existed, and long afflicted the Church; I mean the difference respecting the salutary feast of Easter.  For while one party asserted that the Jewish custom should be adhered to, the other affirmed that the exact recurrence of the period should be observed, without following the authority of those who were in error, and strangers to gospel grace. 

Accordingly, the people being thus in every place divided in respect of this, and the sacred observances of religion confounded for a long period (insomuch that the diversity of judgment in regard to the time for celebrating one and the same feast caused the greatest disagreement between those who kept it, some afflicting themselves with fastings and austerities, while others devoted their time to festive relaxation), no one appeared who was capable of devising a remedy for the evil, because the controversy continued equally balanced between both parties.  To God alone, the Almighty, was the healing of these differences an easy task; and Constantine appeared to be the only one on earth capable of being his minister for this good end.”  

And so Constantine convened a general council of bishops in 325 A.D. at Nicaea in Asia Minor.  The Council of Nicaea was the first of the great church councils.  It discussed many things and, under the influence of Constantine, laid down a single authoritative dogma for “Christianity”.  After the Council closed in August 325, Constantine sent the following letter to all the churches:

“Constantinus Augustus to the Churches 

At this meeting the question concerning the most holy day of the Paschal celebration was discussed, and it was resolved by the united judgment of all present, that this feast ought to be kept by all and in every place on one and the same day [Sunday].  For what can be more becoming or honorable to us than that this feast from which we date our hopes of immortality, should be observed unfailingly by all alike, according to one ascertained order and arrangement?

And first of all, it appeared an unworthy thing that in the celebration of this most holy feast we should follow the practice of the Jews (Abib 14th), who have impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin, and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness of soul.  For we have it in our power, if we abandon their custom, to prolong the due observance of this ordinance to future ages, by a truer order, which we have preserved from the very day of the Passion until the present time.

Let us then have nothing in common with the detestable Jewish crowd; for we have received from our Savior a different way.  A course at once legitimate and honorable lies open to our most holy religion.  Beloved brethren, let us with one consent adopt this course, and withdraw ourselves from all participation in their baseness…
In brief, that I may express my meaning in as few words as possible, it has been determined by the common judgment of all, that the most holy feast of Easter should be kept on one and the same day [Sunday]” (Philip Schaff, Eusebius Pamphilius: Church History, The Life of Constantine; in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series II, Volume I, Chapter XVIII, pages 524-525).

Not all accepted the decrees of the Nicaean Council, which for the first time established a form of counterfeit “Christianity” as a state religion.  To all objectors, among whom were the true followers of Christ who kept God’s Passover, the Roman emperor Constantine wrote an official letter.  Here is an excerpt from his threatening correspondence to those who persisted on the Passover and resisted Easter:

“Victor Constantinus, Maximus Augustus, to the heretics.

… For so long and unmeasured is the catalogue of your offenses, so hateful and altogether atrocious are they, that a single day would not suffice to recount them all…  Why not at once strike, as it were, at the root of so great a mischief by a public manifestation of displeasure?” (He is threatening them with persecution).
“Forasmuch, then, as it is no longer possible to bear with your pernicious errors, we give warning by this present statute that none of you henceforth presume to assemble yourselves together.  We have directed, accordingly, that you be deprived of all the houses in which you are accustomed to hold your assemblies: and our care in this respect extends so far as to forbid the holding of your superstitious and senseless meetings, not in public merely, but in any private house or place whatsoever.  Let those of you, therefore, who are desirous of embracing the true and pure religion, take the far better course of entering the catholic Church, and uniting with it in holy fellowship, whereby you will be enabled to arrive at the knowledge of the truth… And in order that this remedy may be applied with effectual power, we have commanded, as before said, that you be positively deprived of every gathering point for your superstitious meetings, I mean all the houses of prayer, if such be worthy of the name, which belong to heretics, and that these be made over without delay to the catholic Church; that any other places be confiscated to the public service, and no facility whatever be left for any future gathering; in order that from this day forward none of your unlawful assemblies may presume to appear in any public or private place.

Let this edict be made public.” (Ibid, chapter LXIV and LXV, page 539-540).
Eusebius in his biography of Constantine praises this first “Christian” Roman emperor for forcing all heretics into one uniform (Catholic) church.  Constantine’s successors tended to follow his example.  The Gnostics, for example, were hit hard, most of them forced into the recognized church.  That church now teaches various Gnostic ideas and beliefs.  

Thus, by the “marriage” of a popularized form of Roman “Christianity” and sun worship did Sunday and Easter Christianity become dominant in Europe and elsewhere.  From this time on God’s people began to migrate.  They had to get out of Europe as they heeded Christ’s counsel to flee in time of trouble (Matthew 10:23, 24:6).  As periods of persecution reoccurred or threatened, they no longer returned from the fields and deserts to the cities.  The established Roman state religion falsely called Christianity set out to annihilate those who kept God’s Passover and God’s Sabbath.  

Constantine’s legacy, his Sunday and Easter Christianity, is well and alive in “the old continent”.  His counterfeit Christianity is protected by the law in the most powerful European country.  German Constitution sanctions only Sunday and pagan holidays as days of rest.  Other European nations will follow suit and Passover and Sabbath observances will eventually not be recognized as legal religious practices in the coming United States of Europe!  
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